MEDICAL  LIBRARY 


BURGH  OF  FALKIRK 


JOHN 


THOMSON  PRANGNELL, 

M.D.,  D.P.H.  (CAMB.) 


Twos.  Paul,  Ltd.,  Grahamston  Printing  Works,  Falkirk. 


No. 


BURGH  OF  FALKIRK 


REPORT 

FOR 

YEAR  1924 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH: 

JOHN  THOMSON  PRANGNELL, 

M.D.,  D,  P.H.  (CAMB.) 


Recdt  May  (Cjlf- 


BURGH  OF  FALKIRK. 


Report  for  Year  1924. 


To  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Councillors 
of  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk,  and  to  the 
Scottish  Board  of  Health. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1924. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  THOMSON  PRANGNELL, 

M.D..  D.P.H.,  (Comb.). 


REPORT 


(A)  A general  account  of  influences  and  conditions  injurious  or 

dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  Burgh,  and  of  the  measures 
that  in  his  opinion  should  be  adopted  for  its  improvement. 

(B)  A statement  of  the  general  enquiries  he  has  made  during  the 

year,  and  of  any  special  enquiries  as  to  sanitary  matters. 

(C)  A general  statement  of  any  matters  as  to  which  he  has  given 

advice  or  granted  certificates,  including  any  action  as  to 
offensive  trades. 

There  were  no  special  influences  or  conditions  injurious  or 
dangerous  to  health  in  the  Burgh  during  the  year  except  the  usual 
nuisances  which  crop  up  from  time  to  time  in  an  industrial  town 
and  in  which  a good  deal  of  overcrowding  exists.  These  have  been 
remedied  as  they  arose.  All  officials  engaged  on  health  work  are 
alive  to  the  value  of  sunlight,  fresh  air  and  general  cleanliness. 
Their  efforts  are  continually  directed  to  maintaining  a low  atmos- 
pheric pollution,  efficient  cleansing  and  disposal  of  refuse.  The 
co-operation  of  the  general  public  is  encouraged,  as  I believe  the 
ignorance  and  indifference  of  the  individual  has  more  to  do  with 
the  existance  of  an  insanitary  environment  in  and  around  houses 
than  any  other  factor.  The  education  of  the  individual  there- 
fore seems  to  me  one  of  the  most  important  measures  to  be 
encouraged.  To  this  end,  our  health  visitors  who  are  intimately 
associated  with  the  people  in  their  homes  are  doing  valuable  work, 
as  they  go  about  encouraging  the  use  of  an  ample  water  supply, 
open  windows  and  general  cleanliness.  An  abundant  wholesome 
nutritious  food  supply  is  of  great  importance  in  maintaining  a good 
standard  of  health.  The  health  department  pay  special  attention 
to  food  and  premises  where  such  is  prepared  or  exposed  for  sale. 
No  case  of  illness  caused  by  food  has  occurred  during  the  year. 
Up  to  the  present  time,  milk  has  received  the  greatest  attention 
from  Public  Health  Authorities  and  rightly  so,  as  milk  is  an  excellent 
medium  for  the  growth  of  germs  and  has  been  more  associated 
with  epidemic  diseases  than  any  other  food  substance.  The  time 
is  not  far  distant  however,  when  the  general  public  will  be  educated 
sufficiently  to  the  value  of  all  foods  being  supplied  in  a clean 
condition.  Our  American  friends  are  ahead  of  us  in  this  respect. 
I have  referred  to  the  question  of  bread  wrapping  in  previous 
reports,  many  districts  in  the  North  of  England  have  adopted  this 
system,  and  now  in  Scotland  several  prominent  Glasgow  balers 
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have  taken  a lead.  Falkirk  will  no  doubt  follow  although  it  cannot 
lead.  In  exposing  for  sale,  storing  and  handling  of  food  stuffs,  there 
is  great  lack  of  hygienic  precautions  still  prevalent  among  retailers 
of  food,  especially  in  the  small  mixed  shop  where  all  kinds  of  articles 
are  exposed  for  sale.  Until  the  time  arrives  when  all  food  premises 
are  licenced  and  controlled,  it  is  well  to  stir  up  public  interest  in 
cleanliness  and  clean  handling  of  food.  In  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year,  the  Infantile  and  General  Death-rates  were  excessive  on 
account  of  epidemics  of  Measles  and  Influenza,  followed  by  re- 
spiratory diseases.  The  Infantile  Death-rate  was  equal  to  300  per 
1000  births  in  March.  It  has  been  decided  to  introduce  a voluntary 
system  of  limited  notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  in 
virtue  of  powers  under  the  Notification  of  Births  (Extension)  Act, 
1915,  under  which  Practitioners  will  be  paid  a fee  of  2/6  for  each 
first  case  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  occuring  in  houses  where 
children  do  not  attend  school.  Six  cots  for  each  of  these  diseases 
will  be  set  aside  for  treatment  of  the  most  serious  cases  occurring 
in  poor  or  overcrowded  houses  where  the  chances  of  recovery  are 
poor,  especially  among  the  very  young  up  to  two  or  three  years  of 
age.  This  is  a very  limited  provision  in  an  epidemic  year,  but  it 
should  have  some  influence  in  reducing  deaths.  For  a good  many 
years,  voluntary  notification  by  Teachers  and  School  Officers  who 
learn  from  the  children  and  parents  of  homes  inspected  has  been  in 
vogue.  These  homes  have  been  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  and 
advice  given  as  to  the  danger  of  neglecting  to  take  precautions.  It 
has  been  found  that  the  work  ol  the  nurses  was  of  little  use  where 
from  overcrowding,  lack  of  fresh  air  and  probably  a harassed 
mother,  efficient  care  was  impossible.  The  ignorance  and  popular 
fallacy  that  Measles  is  a trivial  disease  is  being  gradually  eradicated 
by  the  educative  influences  of  the  nurses,  Great  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  housing  Tuberculous  families.  Priority  has  been 
given  in  two  instances  on  my  recommendation,  where  cases  have 
returned  home  from  the  Sanatorium.  It  is  very  essential  that  a 
Tuberculous  patient  should  have  a separate  room  and  bed  allocated 
to  him,  but  in  some  homes  even  a separate  bed  is  not  available. 
In  maternity  work,  the  same  difficulty  of  suitable  accommodation 
occurs.  In  some  cases  the  confinement  takes  place  in  a single 
apartment  where  a whole  family  is  housed.  It  is  wonderful  the 
great  kindness  shown  by  equally  poor  neighbours  in  temporarily 
taking  charge  of  the  children  in  these  cases.  I am  hopeful  that  the 
proposed  new  infirmary  will  meet  this  need  to  some  extent  and  that 
an  adequate  donation  will  be  made  by  the  Local  Authority.  At  a 
Conference  of  the  Women  Citizens’  Association  held  in  Falkirk,  I 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  remedy  for  ameliorating  social 
conditions  was  education  in  the  home  by  a sufficient  staff  of  com- 
petent Health  Visitors,  who  would  have  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
conditions  of  each  home,  so  that  they  would  be  able  to  influence 
parents  to  carry  out  hygienic  measures  and  improve  environment 
as  far  as  possible.  I also  suggested  that  hospital  accommodation 
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should  be  provided  for  all  cases  of  illness  in  poor  and  insanitary 
homes.  At  present,  Acute  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia  are  notifiable 
diseases  and  during  the  past  year,  48  of  these  cases  were  admitted 
to  the  Falkirk  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  when  the  home  con- 
ditions were  unsuitable.  I do  seriously  suggest  that  sufficient 
hospital  accommodation  should  be  provided  for  all  necessitous  cases 
when  many  of  the  considered  minor  ailments  would  be  cured  by  a 
short  residence  and  more  serious  complications  averted  especially 
in  the  case  of  children.  At  the  Falkirk  Sanatorium  more  accommo- 
dation has  been  provided  for  early  Tuberculous  cases  among 
children  by  utilizing  the  hospital  pavalion  No.  1 next  to  the  Sana- 
torium. The  results  are  very  gratifying  and  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Falkirk  and  District  Drainage  Scheme  is  still  under 
consideration,  meetings  of  sub-committees  of  the  Eastern  County 
District  and  Falkirk  Burgh  have  had  Engineer’s  reports  submitted 
and  in  time  it  is  hoped  that  a suitable  scheme  will  be  evolved. 
It  has  been  decided  to  further  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  salvage 
plant  which  has  proved  successful  in  dealing  with  refuse  collected 
throughout  the  Burgh  by  installing  an  incinerator  for  the  tailings 
and  a Secondary  Screen  with  Hoppers.  Some  member  of  Com- 
mittee anticipated  that  a nuisance  might  arise  as  the  result  of 
noxious  gases  discharged  from  the  incinerator.  I supported  Mr.  Rae 
in  stating  that  we  did  not  anticipate  any  nuisance. 

Special  enquiries  were  made  along  with  Mr.  Rae  re  a complaint 
made  by  inhabitants,  of  noxious  fumes  from  a chemical  work,  as 
this  matter  came  under  the  Alkalies  Act  and  the  effects  of  acid 
fumes  was  evident  in  that  neighbourhood  the  matter  was  referred 
to  H.M.  Chief  Alkali  Inspector  and  received  attention. 

A long  standing  nuisance  from  the  condition  of  a pig-sty  and 
poultry  houses  was,  after  visitation  by  a Sub-Committee,  considered. 
It  was  agreed  that  six  months’  time  be  given  to  demolish  the  pig-sty 
and  dispose  of  stock  and  that  the  poultry  houses  be  put  into  a 
proper  state  of  repair  and  sanitary  condition. 

Special  enquiry  was  made  re  steam  and  dust  from  a Factory 
and  is  receiving  attention.  During  Health  Week,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Education  Authority,  special  health  talks  were  given 
to  school  children  by  Teachers.  Special  leaflets  provided  by  the 
Local  Authority  re  flies  and  Diarrhoea  were  distributed  to  the 
children.  Other  leaflets  on  Measles  and  Diarrhoea  are  distributed 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

I append  a few  notes  which  have  been  supplied  to  me  by  the 
Water  Engineer  on  the  present  position  of  the  Stirlingshire  and 
Falkirk  Water  Scheme  which  places  the  Burgh  in  a most  favourable 
position  to  withstand  any  long  drought. 
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Stirlingshire  and  Falkirk  Water  Board. 

The  Burgh  of  Falkirk  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the 
Stirlingshire  and  Falkirk  Water  Board.  During  the  past  two  years, 
important  developments  have  taken  place  in  connection  with  the 
Water  Works  of  the  Board,  and  in  September  1924  the  Loch  Coulter 
Reservoir  was  completed  and  made  available  for  supply  to  the 
District.  This  Loch  was  a natural  one  of  an  area  of  150  acres 
situated  in  the  Denny  Hills  at  an  elevation  of  nearly  700  feet  above 
sea  level.  The  drainage  area  to  the  Loch  was  small,  but  by  leading 
surplus  water  from  other  areas  (under  the  control  of  the  Board)  by 
means  of  catch  water  channels  and  syphons — a plentiful  supply 
can  be  brought  to  be  stored  for  summer  use.  The  capacity  of  Loch 
Coulter  has  been  increased  from  330  million  to  833  million  gallons 
by  raising  the  water  level  12'  6"  by  two  embankments.  Additional 
water  can  be  obtained  from  further  gathering  grounds  acquired  by 
the  Board  when  the  necessity  demands.  With  the  additional  storage 
afforded  by  Loch  Coulter  the  total  available  water  for  domestic  and 
compensation  purposes  has  been  fully  doubled — from  about  700 
million  gallons  to  1,500  million  gallons,  so  that  the  whole  area 
including  the  Burgh  is  in  a very  favourable  position  to  withstand  a 
long  summer  drought.  The  distribution  system  in  the  Burgh  has 
benefitted  very  considerably  from  the  higher  level  of  the  new 
supply,  as  a number  of  the  high  tenement  properties  which  had  a 
more  or  less  intermittent  supply  during  the  day  have  now  a constant 
supply  being  kept  up  at  a good  pressure,  and  this  has  been  found  of 
great  benefit  in  connection  with  the  sanitary  arrangements.  Further 
Works  are  in  contemplation  in  connection  with  distribution,  and 
additional  filtration  by  Mechanical  Plant  (Bells  Patent)  is  presently 
being  installed  at  a cost  of  £38,000  to  deal  with  supplies  from  Loch 
Coulter  for  the  Burgh  and  other  Districts  of  the  County. 

In  terms  of  Sec.  69  P.H.  (Scot.)  Act,  seven  burials  were  under- 
taken by  the  Local  Authority,  there  being  no  relatives.  One  appli- 
cation was  refused.  The  total  cost  was  £24  10/4. 

Principal  Statistical  Facts  showing  Falkirk’s  position  for 

the  year  1924. 


1 

All 

Scotland. 

Larger 

Burghs. 

Falkirk. 

General  Death-rate 

14.4 

15.3 

14.7 

Birth-rate 

21.9 

22.7 

23.3 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases 

1.01 

1.39 

.76 

j Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

.80 

.94 

1.02 

Infantile  Death-rate 

98 

113 

100 
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Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

14 

4 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laun- 
dries) 

116 

3 

— 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers'  pre- 
mises included  in  Part  3 of 
this  Report) 

Total 

130 

7 

— 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Re- 

medied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

In- 

spector. 

Number 

of 

Prose- 

cutions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts: — * 

. 

Want  of  cleanliness.... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

insufficient 
unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

accommo- 

dation 

> defective 
not  separate  for 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Offences  under 
Workshop  Ac 

Illegal  occu 

sexes 

* the  Factory  and 
:ts: — - 

pation  of  under- 

ground  bakehouse  (s.  101).... 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

4 

— 

— 

* The  three  defects  not  remedied  when  this  was  prepared  have  now  received  attention. 

* Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Description,  Number  of  Workshops  and  Number  of 
Workers  on  Workshop’s  Register  at  31st  December,  1924 


Description. 

Number 

of 

Workshops 

Number  o 
Male. 

f Workers 
Female.. 

Total 

Workers. 

Bakers 

5 

9 

11 

20 

Boot-Makers 

6 

8 

— 

8 

Cabinet  Maker 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Cooper 

1 

4 

— 

4 

Dressmakers  .... 

12 

— 

53 

53 

Engineers 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Joiners 

4 

16 

— 

16 

Jewellers 

4 

4 

2 

6 

Mantle-Maker 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Milliners 

16 

— 

33 

33 

Motor  and  Cycle  Repairers 

6 

8 

— 

8 

Photographers 

2 

1 

4 

5 

Plumbers 

6 

19 

— 

19 

Saddlers 

3 

4 

— 

4 

Smiths 

3 

5 

— 

5 

Tailors 

19 

41 

74 

115 

Upholsterers  .... 

3 

14 

4 

18 

Undertaker  .... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Wheel  Wright 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Wire  Workers 

1 

16 

— 

16 

Totals  .... 

96 

155 

183 

340 

(E)  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Housing  (Scotland) 
Acts,  1890-1920,  dealing  specifically  with  (1)  the  sufficiency 
and  habitability  of  working-class  dwellings,  (2)  any 
schemes  under  consideration  or  contemplated  for  the 
improvement  of  insanitary  areas  under  Parts  I.  and  II. 
of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  and  (3) 
the  action  taken  where  instances  of  overcrowding  have 
been  ascertained  or  suspected. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  sufficiency  and  habitability 
of  working-class  dwellings  are  of  a low  standard.  An  extensive 
improvement  scheme  has  been  under  consideration  and  now  a 
representation  by  me  has  been  submitted  dealing  with  five  areas 
in  the  East  ward  of  the  burgh. 

Under  the  1919  Addison  Scheme,  230  houses  have  been  erected 
on  three  sites,  Thornhill,  Merchiston  and  Carmuirs. — 

Thornhill  28-4  apt.  38-3  apt.  Total  66 

Merchiston  42-4  apt.  36-3  apt.  4-5  apt.  „ 82 

Carmuirs  40-4  apt.  40-3  apt.  2-5  apt.  „ 82 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  under  construction  at 
Thornhill  the  first  instalment  of  the  houses  for  dispossessed  tenants 
under  the  slum  clearance  scheme  comprising  20  two  apartment 
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houses,  24  three  apartment  houses  and  8 four  apartment  houses, 
making  a total  of  52,  this  being  appreciably  half  the  number  that 
will  eventually  be  required  if  the  scheme  is  approved  as  submitted. 

Under  the  1924  Scheme,  the  Town  Council  have  agreed  to 
proceed  with  the  completion  of  the  three  sites  as  Thornhill,  Mer- 
chiston  and  Carmuirs  and  in  addition,  to  build  on  the  lands  recently 
purchased  at  Union  Road  and  Stirling  Road  thus  providing  a fxirther 
284  houses. 


(F)  A statement  showing  whether  any  conditions  have  arisen,  or 
are  expected  to  arise,  pointing  to  the  expediency  of  a 
town-planning  scheme  for  the  proper  control  of  further 
development. 

Nil. 


(G)  An  account  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  pollution  of  rivers 
or  streams  in  the  district,  the  sources  and  nature  of  any 
such  pollution,  and  any  action  taken  to  check  it. 

Nil. 


(H)  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Burgh  Police  Act, 
including  the  substance  of  his  half-yearly  Reports  on 
slaughter-houses  (Section  280). 

There  has  been  no  change  at  the  slaughter-house  during  the 
year.  The  premises  are  well  maintained,  administered  and  free 
from  nuisance. 


(I)  An  account  of  the  hospital  accommodation  available  for 
persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  in  general,  and 
from  smallpox  in  particular  (including  the  means  pro- 
vided for  the  conveyance  of  such  persons),  and  of  the 
houses  of  reception,  with  observations  on  the  furnishing, 
maintenance,  administration,  and  adequacy  of  such 
accommodation,  etc. 


(/)  An  account  of  the  premises  with  necessary  apparatus  and 
attendance  available  for  the  destruction  or  disinfection 
of  infected  articles  (including  the  means  for  the  convey- 
ance and  return  of  such  articles),  also  of  other  processes 
of  disinfection  in  use,  with  observations  on  the  adequacy 
of  such  arrangements  and  processes. 
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(K)  An  account  of  the  action  taken  to  prevent  the  outbreak  and 

spread  of  infectious  disease. 

The  hospital  accommodation  is  all  as  previously  reported,  well 
maintained  and  comfortably  furnished.  In  my  previous  report,  I 
stated  that  it  would  be  a great  improvement  and  more  economical 
if  the  available  steam  was  used  for  heating  the  administrative  and 
fever  blocks,  also  to  provide  an  adequate  supply  of  hot  water  in  the 
fever  blocks  for  bathing  purposes.  At  present  obsolete  and  wasteful 
gas  fires  are  in  use  in  the  administrative  block.  In  the  fever  pavilions 
a limited  supply  of  hot  water  is  provided  from  ward  kitchen  ranges. 
For  three  years  scarlet  fever  has  not  been  very  prevalent  and  a 
large  supply  of  hot  water  for  bathing  purposes  not  required  but 
when  a pavilion  is  fully  occupied  the  present  supply  of  hot  water  is 
inadequate.  The  Burgh  Engineer  did  report  on  the  probable  cost 
but  the  scheme  was  turned  down.  The  objection  was  that  no  econ- 
omy would  result  which  I very  much  doubt  and  even  on  the  ground 
of  efficiency  the  expenditure  would  be  justified.  I hope  to  have  the 
matter  again  brought  under  consideration.  The  usual  routine  for 
the  prevention  of  the  outbreak  and  spread  of  infectious  diseases, 
including  Scabies  and  verminous  conditions  has  been  followed. 
Special  disinfection  of  books,  infected  homes  and  clothing  have 
received  attention,  and  intimate  co-operation  with  teachers  and  lib- 
rarian maintained  for  prevention  and  detection  of  infectious  disease. 

The  installation  of  Arc  lamps  for  the  light  treatment  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  under  consideration. 

( L ) A statement  of  any  action  taken  (a)  for  the  control  of  acute 

primary  pneumonia,  acute  influenzal  pneumonia,  malaria, 
dysentery  and  trench  fever,  under  the  Public  Health 
(Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  etc.)  Regulations  (Scot- 
land), 1919,  and  ( b ) with  regard  to  “ carriers  ” under  the 
Public  Health  (Infectious  Disease  Carriers)  Regulations 
(Scotland),  1921. 

Similar  measures  are  adopted  as  in  the  case  of  other  infectious 
diseases  by  notification  and  removal  to  hospital  or  adequate  nursing 
is  provided  at  home  where  conditions  are  favourable.  No  carriers 
were  discovered  during  the  year. 


(M)  A statement  of  the  facilities  available  for  the  treatment  of 
persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases,  with  recom- 
mendations as  to  any  further  measures  that  might  usefully 
be  taken  for  dealing  with  these  diseases  in  the  Local 
Authority’s  area. 

Under  the  County  Combination  Scheme  cases  are  sent  to 
Stirling  V.D.  Centre  for  treatment.  A Centre  in  Falkirk  would  be 
advantageous. 
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(N)  A statement  as  to  the*  causes,  origin,  and  distribution  of 
diseases  within  the  Burgh,  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
same  have  depended  on,  or  have  been  influenced  by,  con- 
ditions capable  of  removal  or  mitigation. 

Population. — From  a count  of  the  valuation  roll  there  are 
7156  occupied  houses.  Taking  an  average  of  five  persons  per  house, 
the  population  should  be  estimated  at  35,780.  The  estimated 
population  as  taken  by  the  Registrar  General  is  accepted  for  all 
statistics  throughout  this  report  except  in  the  table  of  Births  and 
Deaths  in  Wards,  in  which  the  estimate  from  the  valuation  roll  is 
taken. 


Occupied  Houses  from  Valuation  Roll. 


East  Ward 
West  Ward 
Middle  Ward 
North  Ward 
Camelon  Ward 

1361 

1209 

1373 

1650 

1563 

Total 

7156 

There  are  still  12  unoccupied  and  ruinous  houses  quite  unfit 
for  occupation.  The  general  and  infantile  death-rates  are  influenced 
by  bad  housing  conditions  in  the  more  congested  areas. 


Comparative  Table  of  Births 


Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate. 

Percentage 

Illegitimate 

1915 

406 

386 

792 

37 

23.2 

4 . 6 

1916 

406 

360 

766 

47 

22.4 

6.1 

1917 

325 

291 

616 

50 

17.7 

8.1 

1918 

382 

321 

703 

68 

19.9 

9.7 

1919 

355 

387 

741 

65 

21.3 

8.8 

1920 

505 

467 

972 

79 

28.4 

8.1 

1921 

478 

442 

920 

59 

27.6 

6.4 

1922 

425 

415 

840 

52 

24.8 

6.2 

1923 

439 

385 

824 

50 

24.1 

6.1 

1924 

421 

377 

798 

44 

23.3 

5.5 

798  births  were  registered  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
824  for  the  previous  year.  421  were  males,  377  were  females,  44  were 
illegitimate.  This  gave  a birth-rate  of  23.3  per  1000  of  the  popu- 
lation as  compared  with  24 . 1 for  the  previous  year.  The  illegitimate 
rate  being  5.5  as  compared  with  6.1  for  the  previous  year. 
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Comparative  Table  of  Deaths 


Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths 
Registered. 

Death  Rate. 

Population. 

1915 

556 

16.3 

34,066 

1916 

430 

12.6 

34,100 

1917 

466 

13.8 

34,000 

1918 

539 

15.9 

34,000 

1919 

476 

13.6 

34,880 

1920 

449 

13.1 

34,270 

1921 

462 

13.9 

33,315 

1922 

475 

14.0 

33,920 

1923 

374 

11.0 

34,151 

1924 

503 

14.7 

34,256 

During  the  year  545  deaths  were  registered  as  compared  with 
397  for  the  previous  year.  Of  this  number  70  were  transferred  to 
other  districts  and  28  were  transferred  from  other  districts,  leaving 
a net  total  of  503  deaths  of  persons  whose  usual  residence  was  in 
the  Burgh.  Of  this  total  250  were  males  and  253  were  females. 
The  annual  death-rate  per  1000  of  the  population  was  14.7  as  com- 
pared with  1 1 .0  for  the  previous  year,  and  an  average  of  13 .9  for  the 
past  ten  years.  The  death-rate  was  adversely  influenced  in  the 
first  quarter  by  epidemics  of  Influenza,  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough. 

Comparative  Table  of  Infantile  Deaths 


Year. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Deaths  of  Infants 
per  1000  Births. 

1915 

Ill 

139.0 

1916 

62 

80.9 

1917 

77 

125.0 

1918 

61 

87.0 

1919 

72 

97.0 

1920 

66 

68.0 

1921 

84 

91 .0 

1922 

81 

96.0 

1923 

48 

58.0 

1924 

80 

100.0 

There  were  80  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  equal  to  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  100  per  1000  births  as  compared  with 
58  for  the  previous  year.  From  the  following  table  of  principal 
causes  of  infantile  deaths,  it  will  be  noticed  that  46  per  cent,  were 
due  to  anti-natal  causes  and  39  per  cent,  were  due  to  Respiratory 
diseases,  both  of  which  are  greatly  influenced  by  social  conditions 
and  are  always  the  chief  causes  of  infantile  deaths.  The  first 
quarter  of  the  year  had  the  highest  death-rate,  when  Measles  and 
Influenza  were  epidemic. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  INFANTILE  DEATHS. 
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Age  Periods. — The  percentage  of  infant  deaths  to  total  deaths 
was  15.9  as  compared  with  12.8  for  the  previous  year.  From  1-5 
years  10.0  as  compared  with  6.1  for  the  previous  year.  From  5-15 
years,  2.0  as  compared  with  1.6  for  the  previous  year.  From 
15-25  years,  4.7  as  compared  with  5.1  for  the  previous  year. 
From  25-65  j^ears,  37.3  as  compared  with  41  for  the  previous  year. 
Of  aged  person  over  65  years,  30  per  cent,  as  compared  with  33  per 
cent,  for  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of  deaths  among 
infants  and  children  under  school  age  is  much  higher  than  the 
previous  year  due  to  Measles  and  Influenza  with  their  respiratory 
complications. 


Seasonal  Table  of  Death  Rates. 


Month. 

Deaths. 

Monthly 

Death-rate. 

Quarterly 

Death-rate. 

January 

55 

17.5 

1 

February 

46 

16.5 

V 20.5 

March 

83 

27.1 

J 

April 

70 

22.3 

i 

May 

41 

13 

^ 14.9 

June 

28 

8.9 

J 

July 

35 

10.6 

August 

28 

9.3 

10.9 

September 

39 

12 

J 

October 

31 

10 

] 

November 

35 

12.1 

12.5 

December 

47 

15.1 

J 

For  the  first  four  months  of  the  year,  the  monthly  death-rates 
were  highest  and  is  reflected  in  the  quarterly  death-rates.  Measles 
and  Influenza  with  their  respiratory  complications  are  accountable 
for  these  high  seasonal  death-rates.  The  lowest  monthly  death-rate 
was  in  June  the  highest  in  April.  The  lowest  quarterly  death-rate 
was  in  the  third  quarter,  the  highest  in  the  first  quarter. 
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Comparative  Table  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  Wards. 


East 

Ward. 

West 

Ward. 

Middle 

Ward. 

North 

Ward. 

Camelon 

Ward. 

Acreage 

160 

245 

220 

468 

586 

Estimated  Population  .... 

6805 

6045 

6865 

8250 

7815 

Persons  per  acre 

42 

25 

31 

18 

13 

Births 

167 

109 

125 

2J1 

187 

Birth-Rate 

24 

18 

18 

24 

24 

General  Death-Rate 
Percentage  of  Births 

14.4 

13.3 

10.8 

12.4 

14.8 

Notified  to  M.O.H 

Infant  Deaths  per  1000 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Births 

Percentage  of  Infants 

1C8 

82 

88 

94 

117 

entirely  Breast-fed  .... 
Percentage  of  Infants 
still  or  prematurely 

47% 

22% 

9% 

37% 

41% 

born 

6.9% 

5.5% 

6.4% 

7% 

1.6% 

East  Ward. — Estimated  population  from  a count  of  the 
valuation  roll  was  6,805  with  42  persons  to  the  acre.  Birth-rate  24 
as  compared  with  27.8  for  the  previous  year.  Total  death-rate  14.4 
as  compared  with  14.0  for  the  previous  year.  Infant  deaths  per 
1000  births  108,  as  compared  with  62  for  the  previous  year.  All 
births  were  notified.  Percentage  of  infants  entirely  breast-fed 
during  the  first  three  months  and  died  was  47.  The  percentage  of 
premature  and  still  births  was  6.9  as  compared  with  2.6  for  the 
previous  year. 


West  Ward.— Estimated  population  6,045  with  25  persons  to 
the  acre.  Birth-rate  18.0  as  compared  with  19.4  for  the  previous 
year.  Total  death-rate  13.3  as  compared  with  10.0  for  the  previous 
year.  Infant  deaths  per  1000  births  82  as  compared  with  17  for 
the  previous  year.  All  births  were  notified.  Percentage  of  infants 
entirely  breast-fed  during  the  first  three  months  and  died  was  22 
Percentage  of  premature  and  still  births  was  5.5  as  compared  with 
2.5  for  the  previous  year. 


Middle  Ward. — Estimated  population  was  6,865  with  31 
persons  to  the  acre.  Birth-rate  18  as  compared  with  18.0  for  the 
previous  year.  Total  death-rate  10. 8 as  compared  with  8.7  for  the 
previous  year.  Infant  deaths  per  1000  births  88  as  compared  with 
57  for  the  previous  year.  All  births  w^ere  notified.  Percentage  of 
infants  entirely  breast-fed  during  the  first  three  months  and  died 
was  9.  Percentage  of  premature  and  still  births  6.4  as  compared 
with  3.2  for  the  previous  year. 
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North  Ward. — Estimated  population  8,250  with  18  persons 
to  the  acre.  Birth-rate  24.0  as  compared  with  22.9  for  the  previous 
year.  Total  death-rate  12.4  as  compared  with  8.5  for  the  previous 
year.  Infant  deaths  per  1000  births  94  as  compared  with  80  for 
the  previous  year.  All  births  were  notified.  Percentage  of  infants 
entirely  breast-fed  during  the  first  three  months  and  died  37. 
Percentage  of  premature  and  still  births  7.0  as  compared  with  2.1 
for  the  previous  year. 


Gamelon  Ward. — Estimated  population  7,815  with  13  persons 
to  the  acre.  Birth-rate  24  as  compared  with  27.8  for  the  previous 
year.  Total  death-rate  1 4 . 8 as  compared  with  12.76  for  the  previous 
year.  All  births  were  notified.  Infant  deaths  per  1000  births  117 
as  compared  with  51  ,for  the  previous  year.  Percentage  of  infants 
entirely  breast-fed  during  the  first  three  months  and  died  41. 
Percentage  of  premature  and  still  births  1 . 6 as  compared  with  5 . 4 
for  the  previous  year. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  FOR  THE  WHOLE  BURGH. 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — There  were  26  deaths  from 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Diarrhoea,  equal  to  an 
annual  death-rate  of  .76  as  compared  with  . 18  for  the  previous  year. 


Enteric  Fever. — No  deaths  as  compared  with  nil  for  the 
previous  year. 


Measles. — There  were  15  deaths  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  .4 
as  compared  with  nil  for  the  previous  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  no  death  as  compared  with  .03 
for  the  previous  year. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  were  8 deaths  equal  to  an  annual 
rate  of  .23  as  compared  with  .12  for  the  previous  year. 


Diphtheria. — There  were’  2 deaths  equal  to  an  annual  rate 
of  .06  as  compared  with  nil  for  the  previous  year. 


Diarrhoea. — There  was  1 death  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  .03 
as  compared  with  .03  for  the  previous  year. 
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Tuberculous  Diseases. 


1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

Pulmonary  — 
Deaths  .... 

28 

39 

54 

37 

28 

34 

22 

29 

25 

35 

Death-rates 

.82 

1.15 

1 .6 

1.09 

.8 

.99 

.66 

.85 

.73 

1.02 

Non  Pulmonary- 
Deaths  .... 

32 

31 

29 

29 

14 

10 

22 

22 

14 

9 

Death-rates 

.94 

.9 

.85 

.85 

.4 

.29 

.68 

.65 

.41 

.26 

Total  Tuberculous 

Death-rates 

1.77 

2.06 

2.44 

1.94 

1.2 

1.28 

1 .32 

1.50 

1.14 

1.28 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — There  were  35  deaths  from  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis  of  which  18  were  males  and  17  females  as 
compared  with  25  for  the  previous  year,  equal  to  an  annual  death- 
rate  of  1.02  as  compared  with  .73.  There  were  9 deaths  from 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  of  which  6 were  males  and  3 'were 
females  as  compared  with  14  for  the  previous  year,  equal,  to  an 
annual  death-rate  of  .26  as  compared  with  .41.  The  total 
Tuberculosis  death-rate  was  1.28  as  compared  with  1.14  for  the 
previous  year. 

Pneumonia. — There  were  77  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneu- 
monia as  compared  with  32  for  the  previous  year.  45  were 
males  and  32  females,  equal  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  2.2  as 
compared  with  .94. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases. — There  were  34  deaths  from 
other  respiratory  diseases  including  Bronchitis  as  compared  with  26 
for  the  previous  year.  18  were  males  and  16  were  females,  equal 
to  an  annual  death-rate  of  1.0  as  compared  with  .76  for  the 
previous  year. 

Cancer. — There  were  34  deaths  from  Malignant  Tumours 
as  compared  with  43  for  the  previous  year,  15  were  males  and 
19  were  females,  equal  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  1.0  as  com- 
pared with  1 .26  for  the  previous  year. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. — I submit  tables  of 
monthly  notifications,  a comparative  table  of  notifications  for  ten 
years,  a table  ot  notifications  with  Ward  distribution  and  accommo- 
dation in  infected  houses. 

Enteric  Fever. — There  were  3 notifications  as  compared  with 
8 for  the  previous  year.  All  were  notified  in  the  month  of  June. 
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They  were  isolated  cases  in  different  wards  in  the  Burgh.  No 
source  of  infection  could  be  traced.  There  were  no  secondary  cases. 

1 case  was  in  a 2 apartment  house. 

1 case  was  in  a 4 apartment  house. 

1 case  was  in  a 5 apartment  house. 

Two  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever.— There  were  73  notifications  as  compared  with 
37  for  the  previous  year.  The  monthly  notifications  varied  from 
1 to  15  per  month,  24  of  the  cases  were  under  school  age,  39  were 
of  school  age  and  10  were  over  school  age. 

8 cases  were  from  1 apartment  houses. 

41  cases  were  from  2 apartment  houses. 

14  cases  were  from  3 apartment  houses. 

4 cases  were  from  4 apartment  houses. 

6 cases  were  from  5 apartment  houses. 

71  of  the  total  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

The  greatest  incidence  of  this  disease  was  in  the  Camelon  Ward, 
where  41  cases  occurred  and  were  influenced  by  school  infection, 
10  cases  were  in  the  North  Ward,  9 were  in  the  East  Ward,  8 were 
in  the  Middle  Ward  and  5 were  in  the  West  Ward.  Sixty  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  were  notified  during  the  months  of  August,  October  and 
November. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  33  notifications  as  compared  with 
21  for  the  previous  year.  13  were  under  school  age,  16  were  of 
school  age  and  4 were  over  school  age.  5 were  notified  in  the  month 
of  January  and  7 in  the  month  of  November,  the  other  months 
varied  from  1 to  4 per  month.  The  East  and  North  Wards  had 
each  9 notifications,  7 trom  the  Middle  Ward,  6 from  the  Camelon 
Ward  and  2 from  the  West  Ward.  32  of  the  cases  were  treated  in 
Hospital. 

3 were  from  1 apartment  houses. 

16  were  from  2 apartment  houses. 

11  were  from  3 apartment  houses. 

2 were  from  4 apartment  houses. 

1 was  from  a 5 apartment  house. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  24  notifications  as  compared  with 
12  for  the  previous  year.  1 was  under  school  age  the  others  were 
over  25  years.  6 were  notified  in  the  month  of  October,  the  other 
months  varied  from  1 to  3 cases  per  month. 

12  were  from  2 apartment  houses. 

2 were  from  3 apartment  houses. 

1 was  from  a 4 apartment  house. 

9 were  from  5 apartment  houses. 


21 


Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  4 notifications  as  compared 
with  4 for  the  previous  year.  1 was  from  the  West  Ward,  2 were 
from  the  Middle  Ward  and  1 from  the  Camelon  Ward.  There  was 
1 notified  in  each  of  the  months  of  February,  March,  May  and 
September. 

1 was  from  a 1 apartment  house. 

3 were  from  2 apartment  houses. 

3 of  these  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital. 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever. — There  was  1 notification  from  a 2 
apartment  house  in  the  North  Ward.  This  case  was  treated  in 
Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — There  were  4 notifications  as 
compared  with  3 for  the  previous  year.  2 were  notified  in  April, 

1 in  May  and  1 in  August.  2 were  from  the  East  Ward  and  1 each 
from  the  Camelon  and  North  Wards. 

2 were  from  2 apartment  houses. 

2 were  from  3 apartment  houses. 

1 case  was  treated  in  Hospital. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — There  were  83  notifications  as 
compared  with  68  for  the  previous  year.  The  Camelon  Ward  had 
the  greatest  number,  24.  The  North  Ward  comes  next  with  22. 
The  East  Ward  15.  The  West  Ward  13  and  the  Middle  Ward  9. 
The  highest  numbers  were  notified  in  May  and  December,  the  other 
months  varied  from  2 to  9 per  month. 

10  were  from  1 apartment  houses. 

41  were  from  2 apartment  houses. 

12  were  from  3 apartment  houses. 

8 were  from  4 apartment  houses. 

12  were  from  5 apartment  houses. 

Non -Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — There  were  37  notifications 
as  compared  with  49  for  the  previous  year.  The  Ward  distribution 
was  similar  to  Pulmonary.  The  numbers  per  month  varied  from 

2 to  5. 

5 were  from  1 apartment  houses. 

22  were  from  2 apartment  houses. 

5 were  from  3 apartment  houses. 

5 were  from  5 apartment  houses. 

Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia. — There  were 
96  notifications  as  compared  with  31  for  the  previous  year.  24  were 
from  the  East  Ward,  19  from  the  West  Ward,  14  from  the  Middle 
Ward,  15  from  the  North  Ward  and  24  from  the  Camelon  Ward. 
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Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  total  notifications  were  in  the  months  of 
February,  March  and  April.  16  were  under  school  age,  12  were  of 
school  age,  69  were  over  school  age. 

10  were  from  1 apartment  houses. 

51  were  from  2 apartment  houses. 

11  were  from  3 apartment  houses. 

5 were  from  4 apartment  houses. 

19  were  from  5 apartment  houses. 


Dysentery. — There  was  1 notification  of  Amaebic  Dysentery, 
same  as  the  previous  year,  from  a 2 apartment  house  in  the  West 
Ward.  The  disease  was  contracted  on  service.  This  case  was 
removed  to  Hospital. 


Encephalitis  Lethargica. — There  were  10  notifications  and 
none  the  previous  year.  1 developed  mental  symptoms  later  and 
1 was  wrong  diagnosis.  The  others  were  well  marked  cases.  5 were 
from  the  Camelon  Ward,  2 each  from  the  East  and  North  Wards 
and  1 from  the  Middle  Ward.  8 were  notified  in  May  and  June, 
1 in  April  and  1 in  August. 

1 was  from  a 1 apartment  house. 

6 were  from  2 apartment  houses. 

3 were  from  3 apartment  houses. 

Of  all  compulsorily  notifiable  diseases,  the  greatest  incidence 
was  in  the  Camelon  Ward,  from  which  120  or  nearly  33  per  cent, 
were  received.  The  incidence  was  lowest  in  the  West  and  Middle 
Wards  with  about  14  per  cent. 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  Wards. 


Diseases. 

East 

West 

Middle 

North 

Camelon 

Total 

Typhoid  Fever  .... 

1 

1 





1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

5 

8 

10 

41 

73 

Diphtheria 

9 

2 

7 

9 

6 

33 

Erysipelas 

2 

6 

6 

5 

5 

24 

Phthisis 

15 

13 

9 

22 

24 

83 

Non  Pulmonary.  .. 

5 

6 

5 

9 

12 

37 

Acute  Pneumonia 

19 

15 

10 

14 

15 

73 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

5 

4 

4 

1 

9 

23 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

Chickenpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Dysentry 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .... 

2 

— 

1 

2 

5 

10 

Total 

69 

54 

52 

74 

120 

369 

23 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  Ten  Years. 


Diseases. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

Smallpox  .... 

1 

Diphtheria  .... 

67 

30 

26 

46 

36 

91 

47 

34 

21 

33 

Erysipelas  .... 

58 

31 

33 

18 

22 

25 

26 

22 

12 

24 

Scarlet  Fever 

185 

234 

83 

58 

152 

383 

119 

33 

37 

73 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

6 

5 

6 

4 

6 

11 

4 

8 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

8 

— 

2 

1 

2 

2 

7 

4 

4 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

- — - 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonato- 
rum 

3 

2 

3 

9 

5 

2 

3 

3 

4 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

16 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Trench  Fever 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

25 

53 

33 

30 

73 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

14 

26 

4 

17 

19 

1 

23 

Chickenpox 

— 

- — 

— i 

— 

— 

17 

21 

4 

41 

— . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

10 

Phthisis 

77 

60 

60 

60 

56 

74 

110 

70 

68 

83 

Non-Pulmonary 

45 

92 

78 

57 

40 

39 

56 

52 

49 

37 

Amaebic  Dysentery  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Scabies 

— 

— 

. — - 

— 

2 

37 

10 

6 

9 

— 

Measles 

308 

39 

124 

— 

1 

290 

30 

172 

24 

— - 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

21 

34 

— 

Mumps 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Ringworm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' — 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Accommodation  in  Infected  Houses. 


Diseases. 

One 

Apart- 

ment. 

Two 

Apart- 

ments. 

Three 

Apart- 

ments. 

Four 

Apart- 

ments. 

Over 

Four 

Apart’nts. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

41 

14 

4 

6 

73 

Diphtheria 

3 

16 

11 

2 

1 

33 

Erysipelas 

— 

12 

2 

1 

9 

24 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

3 

— 

— i 

— 

4 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

5 

38 

9 

4 

17 

73 

Influenzal 

Pneumonia 

5 

13 

2 

1 

2 

23 

Phthisis 

10 

41 

12 

8 

12 

83 

Other 

Tuberculosis 

5 

22 

5 

* — ■ 

5 

37 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

2 

2 

— • 

— 

4 

Cerebro-Spinal 

1 

Fever 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Encephalitis 

10 

Lethargica  .... 

1 

6 

3 

— - 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

— 

r ■ — 

■ — ■ 

1 

Totals  .... 

38 

197 

60 

21 

53 

369 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  EACH  MONTH. 
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Hospital. — During  the  year,  182  cases  were  admitted  as 
compared  with  94  for  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  under 
treatment  during  the  year  was  191.  Of  this  total,  151  were  dis- 
charged after  an  average  residence  of  42  days.  29  cases  remained 
under  treatment  on  31st  December,  1924.  There  were  11  deaths 
equal  to  5.75  per  cent,  of  the  total  cases  treated. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  71  admissions  and  75  under 
treatment,  of  which  56  were  discharged  and  19  remain.  The 
average  residence  of  cases  treated  to  a termination  was  44 . 9 
days.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  principal  complications  were 
Adenitis,  Otorrhoea  and  Septic  conditions,  the  two  latter  caused 
increased  residence. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  32  admissions  and  34  cases  under 
treatment,  of  which  30  were  discharged,  2 remain  under  treatment 
and  2 died  after  a residence  of  7 and  22  days.  The  cause  of  death 
in  each  case  was  Toxsemia  and  Heart  Failure.  The  fatality  rate 
was  5.9  per  cent,  of  cases  treated.  Toxaemia  with  Paralysis  of 
Pharynx  was  evident  in  most  of  the  cases.  The  average  residence  of 
cases  successfully  treated  was  38.4  days. 

Enteric  Fever. — 2 cases  were  admitted  and  discharged  after 
an  average  residence  of  51 . 5 days.  Both  cases  made  good  recoveries. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  3 admissions,  of  which  2 were  dis- 
charged after  an  average  residence  of  11.5  days.  The  third  case, 
a debilitated  man  with  extensive  cellulitis  of  the  scalp  died  alter 
a residence  of  20  days. 

Puerperal  Fever. — 3 cases  were  admitted  and  discharged, 
after  an  average  residence  of  26.3  days,  there  being  no  deaths. 

Pneumonia. — There  were  48  admissions,  of  which  39  were 
treated  to  a successful  termination  after  an  average  residence  of 
38.8  days.  8 remain  under  treatment  and  4 died  after  a residence 
of  3-7-8  and  15  days.  The  fatality  rate  was  8 per  cent. 

Scabies. — 5 cases  were  admitted  all  suffering  from  a chronic 
Impetigo  of  the  whole  body.  They  were  discharged  after  an  average 
residence  of  23.8  days. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — There  were  10  admissions,  of 
which  9 were  treated  to  a successful  termination.  There  was  1 
death  from  Apoplexy  on  the  fifth  day,  being  a case  of  wrong  diog- 
nosis.  Three  of  the  cases  were  delirious  on  admission  and  later 
developed  marked  paralytic  symptoms.  1 case  developed  mental 
symptoms.  The  other  five  cases  were  of  a milder  type  but  character- 
istic, the  chief  symptoms  being  intense  headache,  Ptosis,  loss  of 
accommodation,  muscular  twitchings  and  lethargy.  The  average 
residence  of  cases  treated  was  48.2  days. 
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Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis. — 1 case  was  admitted  and  dis- 
charged after  a residence  of  43  days.  Permanent  deafness  followed. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 1 case  was  treated  and  died  on 
the  7th  day.  This  child  was  Syphilitic  and  hopeless  on  admission. 

Dysentry. — 1 case  of  Chronic  Amabic  type,  a legacy  of  the 
war,  was  admitted  and  died  after  43  days’  residence. 

Observation  Gases. — 5 cases  were  admitted  of  doubtful 
diagnosis.  Chief  symptoms  were  Malnutrition  and  Diarrhoea.  4 
were  discharged  after  an  average  residence  of  97  days.  There  was 
1 death. 


Sanatorium. — There  were  84  cases  admitted  during  the  year, 
including  18  Non-Pulmonary.  The  total  cases  under  treatment 
during  the  year  numbered  88  Pulmonary  and  21  Non-Pulmonary. 
53  Pulmonary  were  discharged  after  an  average  residence  of  140 
days.  27  remained  under  treatment  on  31st  December,  1924,  at 
which  date  their  residence  has  varied  from  1390  days  to  414  da}^s. 
There  were  8 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  with  an  average 
residence  of  86  days.  The  longest  residence  being  178  days  and  the 
shortest  6 days. 

10  Non-Pulmonary  cases  were  discharged  after  an  average 
residence  of  82  days.  10  cases  still  remained  under  treatment  on 
31st  December,  1924.  There  was  1 death  after  a residence  of  181 
days. 

Of  the  total  admissions  to  the  Sanatorium,  10  were  admitted 
for  the  second  time.  1 was  admitted  for  the  third  time.  26  were 
insured  persons,  2 were  war  pensioners  and  56  were  Public  Health 
cases. 

I submit  a table  giving  the  number  of  admissions  of  Phthisis 
cases,  the  stage  of  the  disease,  the  number  still  living  on  31st  Deer., 
1924  and  the  number  known  to  be  dead  since  the  Sanatorium  opened 
on  October  1916. 

Up  to  31st  December,  1924,  a total  of  477  Phthisis  cases  have 
been  admitted.  Of  this  number  325  or  68  per  cent,  are  known  to 
be  alive  and  1 52  or  32  per  cent,  have  died. 

Of  cases  treated  in  1916,  7 or  36.8%  are  alive  and  working. 

1917,  19  or  46  % 

” ” 1918,  24  or  53  % 

” ” 1919,  35  or  70 

” ” 1920,  41  or  70 

1921,  56  or  70 

1922,  46  or  75 

” ” 1923,  40  or  71 

56  or  85 


1924, 


O/ 

/o 

% 

% 

0/ 

/o 

% 

% 


2 

3 

9 

6 

11 

23 


not  working. 


Those  not  working  are  under  treatment  in  Sanatorium,  at 
Dispensary  or  in  their  homes. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL  AND  SANATORIUM. 
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Cases 

Stage 

of 

Number 

Admitted. 

Disease 

Number 

Dead. 

Living 

31st 

No. 

Dec., 

CD 

00 

05 

o 

<N 

CO 

rf 

Phthisis. 

of 

1 

2 

3 

05 

05 

05 

05 

(M 

05 

<N 

05 

05 

<N 

05 

05 

Cases 

Year  1916 

19 

8 

6 

5 

7 

1 

4 

4 

2 



_ 

_ 

1 

„ 1917 

41 

15 

15 

11 

20 

— 

6 

4 

5 

2 

2 



2 



„ 1918 

45 

18 

14 

13 

24 

— 

— 

7 

5 

3 

2 

2 

2 



„ 1919 

50 

24 

16 

10 

35 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 



1 

2 

1 

„ 1920 

59 

17 

28 

14 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

3 

4 

2 

„ 1921 

80 

29 

24 

27 

56 

7 

7 

6 

4 

„ 1922 

61 

22 

24 

15 

46 

8 

2 

5 

„ 1923 

56 

23 

20 

13 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

8 

8 

„ 1924 

66 

35 

18 

13 

56 

10 

Totals 

477 

191 

165 

121 

325 

152  = 

= 32% 

(0)  A statement  of  the  measures  adopted  for  the  administrative 
control  of  tuberculosis,  with  recommendations  as  to  any 
further  measures  that  might  usefully  be  put  in  force  by 
the  Local  Authority.  (In  cases  where  this  work  is  being 
undertaken  by  the  County  Council  in  terms  of  Section  41 
(3)  of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1913,  this  information 
will  be  given  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  in  his  Report 
on  the  County). 


The  measures  adopted  during  1923  were  similar  to  those  of 
previous  years.  All  cases  notified  or  suspected  are  invited  to  come 
to  the  Dispensary  for  examination.  The  case  of  a person  who  is 
highly  febrile  or  otherwise  unable  to  attend  at  the  Dispensary  is 
visited  by  me  at  their  home.  After  examination,  treatment  is 
recommended  in  Sanatorium,  at  Dispensary  or  Domiciliary. 
Surgical  cases  requiring  operation  are  sent  to  Falkirk  Infirmary  or 
as  the  medical  practitioner  may  advise.  10  cases  were  referred 
to  Falkirk  Infirmary,  1 to  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary,  2 to  the 
Sick  Children’s  Hospital,  Glasgow,  1 to  the  Nose  and  Throat 
Hospital,  Glasgow,  and  14  were  treated  at  the  Dispensary  (minor 
operations).  15  cases  were  referred  to  Stirling  V.D.  Centre.  There 
were  on  the  register  on  1st  January,  1924,  478  cases.  120  new  cases 
were  added  during  1924  making  a total  of  598.  Of  the  new  cases 
83  were  Pulmonary  and  37  were  Non-Pulmonary,  37  were  insured 
persons,  83  were  not  insured.  Of  this  latter  number  12  were  in 
receipt  of  Parochial  relief.  3642  visits  were  made  to  the  homes 
by  the  nurses.  During  the  year  46  died,  24  left  the  district,  20  were 
removed  from  the  register  after  3 years  apparent  arrest  of  disease 
and  in  full  work,  leaving  508  still  on  the  register  on  31st  December, 
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1924.  Of  the  46  deaths,  35  were  Pulmonary  and  11  were  Non- 
Pulmonary.  Of  the  20  removed  from  the  register— 


— Pulmonary. 

1 Non-Pulmonary  was  notified  in 

1915 

— 

1 

1916 

— 

1 ” I 

1917 

4 ” 

2 „ 

1919 

1 

2 ” ” 

1920 

3 ” 

3 ” 

1921 

— 

1 ” ” 

1922 

1 ” 

— 

1924 

Of  the  508  still  on  Register  300  are  Pulmonary,  208  are  Non- 
Pulmonary,  and  13  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary.  384  are 
doing  well  and  able  for  work.  Of  these: — 


10  were 

notified  in  1914 

16 

, „ 1915 

13 

, „ 1916 

18 

, „ 1917 

21 

1918 

30 

1919 

38  ’ 

1920 

74 

” 1921 

55 

1922 

64 

1923 

45 

1924 

83  are  not  able  for  work,  34  are  in  the  Sanatorium,  7 in  Blink- 
bonny  Home. 

136  are  insured  persons  and  372  are  non-insured.  Of  the 
83  Pulmonary  notified  during  1924,  34  sleep  alone  and  49  don’t 
sleep  alone.  Windows  are  opened  in  nearly  all  cases  when  visited. 

Of  the  37  Non-Pulmonary  notified  during  1924,  1 was  General 
Tuberculosis,  15  Glands,  10  abdominal,  4 Bones  and  Joints,  3 
Meningitis,  1 Kidney,  4 Pre- tuberculous. 

The  Parochial  Authority,  through  Mr.  Geddes,  gave  me  valu- 
able assistance  in  providing  clothing  for  necessitous  cases  before 
admission  to  Sanatorium. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Period  elapsing  between  dates  of 
notification  and  death.  4 deaths  occurred  within  one  month  of 
notification  and  4 were  notified  after  death. 


DEATHS  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
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Centre  Attendances. — The  number  of  persons  who  visited 
the  Dispensary  being  either  notified  cases  or  seeking  advice  or 
sent  by  medical  men  for  observation  numbered  518,  of  which 
227  were  Pulmonary,  108  Non-Pulmonary,  and  183  who  were 
found  not  to  be  Tuberculous.  3875  visits  were  made  by  these 
persons  to  the  Centre,  84  were  treated  in  the  Sanatorium,  14  in 
Surgical  Hospitals,  11  in  Blinkbonny  Home.  55  received  Tuber- 
culin treatment,  and  324  were  otherwise  treated  at  the  Centre. 

Of  the  83  Pulmonary  notified: — 

10  are  in  1 apartment  houses. 

41  are  in  2 apartment  houses. 

12  are  in  3 apartment  houses. 

8 are  in  4 apartment  houses. 

2 are  in  5 apartment  houses. 

1 is  in  6 apartment  house. 

9 are  in  Blinkbonny  Home. 

Of  the  37  Non-Pulmonary 

5 are  in  1 apartment  houses. 

22  are  in  2 apartment  houses. 

5 are  in  3 apartment  houses. 

1 is  in  4 apartment  house. 

2 are  in  5 apartment  houses. 

1 is  in  8 apartment  house. 

1 is  in  Blinkbonny  Home. 

9 Sputum  flasks  were  supplied  during  the  year. 

65  Domiciliary  cases  received  supplies  of  milk,  butter,  and 
eggs.  274  received  supplies  of  Emulsion  or  Malt  and  Cod  Liver 
Oil. 

Two  shelters  were  in  use  during  the  year  for  Phthisis  cases 
treated  at  home. 

Approximately  12  prescriptions  were  dispensed  by  chemists 
and  160  were  supplied  from  the  Dispensary. 

(P)  A statement  of  the  arrangements  made  and  work  performed 
under  the  scheme  of  maternity  service  and  child  welfare, 
and  of  other  relevant  particulars  in  the  form  appended 
to  this  circular. 

Maternity  Service  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

(1)  Infantile  Mortality. 

(a)  Number  of  deaths =80  ( b ) Rate  per  1000  births =100. 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  and  rates  per  1000  births  classified. 
Under  1 week=26  or  32.7  per  1000  births. 

1 to  4 weeks =6  or  7.6  per  1000  births. 

4 weeks  and  under  3 months=13  or  16.3  per  1000  births. 
3 months  and  under  6 months=14  or  17.6  per  1000  births. 
6 months  and  under  12  months=21  or  26.4  per  1000  births. 
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Causes  of  Death. 


No.  of 

Under 

1-4 

1-3 

3-6 

6-12 

Deaths 

1 week 

weeks 

m’ths. 

m’ths. 

m’ths. 

Measles, 

1 

— 

— 

— 



1.2 

Whooping  Cough, 

2 

— 

— 

1.2 

— 

1.2 

Convulsions,  .... 

1 

— 

1.2 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia, 

26 

— 

— 

2.5 

11.3 

19.0 

Bronchitis, 

5 

— 

— 

3.7 

2.5 

— 

Diarrhoea, 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1.2 

Other  Digestive 
Diseases, 

3 

1.2 

1 .2 

1.2 

Congenital  Mal- 
formations, 

2 

1.2 

1.2 

Premature  Birth, 

16 

16.3 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

— 

Atrophy  Debility, 

17 

11.3 

3.7 

3.7 

2.5 

— 

Atebetasis, 

1 

1.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Injury  at  Birth, 

1 

1.2 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  causes, 

1 

— 

— 

1.2 

— 

— 

(2)  Births. 

(a)  Number  Registered,  795  ; Legitimate  757,  Illegitimate,  38 

(b)  Number  Notified,  808. 

(c)  Attended  by  Doctors,  486  ; Midwives,  322. 

(d)  Number  of  still  births,  11. 

(3)  Maternal  Mortality. 

(a)  Number  of  deaths  from  child  birth,  1. 

(b)  Number  of  deaths  from  Sepsis,  Nil. 

(5)  Home  Visitation. 

(1)  Infants — (a)  Number  of  First  Visits,  875  (b)  Re-visits,  2433 


(c)  Number  of  Infants  at  age  6 months — 

(i)  Breast-Fed  ....  ....  ....  355 

(ii)  Partially  Breast-Fed  ....  ....  218 

(iiij  Artificially  Fed  ....  ....  ....  177 

(d)  Number  of  Infants  born  (i)  prematurely  ....  27 

(ii)  At  full  time  ....  781 


(2)  Children  (1-5  years). 

(a)  Number  of  first  visits  3323  (b)  Number  of  re-visits,  1826 

(3)  Expectant  Mothers. 

Number  of  first  visits,  71.  Number  of  re-visits,  142. 

Number  who  consulted  a doctor,  probably  480  for  engagement. 
Anti-natal  Clinic,  42. 
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(7)  Anti -natal  Consultations. 

2 weekly  sessions  of  hours. 

( a )  Total  Attendances  90  ( b ) First  Attendances,  42. 

Defects  treated  at  Clinic — Nephritis,  Debility,  Bronchitis, 
Sickness. 


(8)  Post-natal  and  other  Consultations. 

Number  of  Attendances,  236. 

Defects  treated  at  Clinic — Mammary  Abscesses,  Debility,  Con- 
stipation, Dermatitis,  Tapeworm,  Anaemia,  Pyorrhoea. 

(9)  Child  Welfare  Consultations. 

2 weekly  sessions  of  2J  hours. 

(a)  Total  Number  of  Attendances — 

(i)  Under  1 year 

(ii)  Over  1 year 

(b)  Number  of  first  attendances — 

(i)  Under  1 year 

(ii)  Over  1 year 

(c)  Illnesses  recorded.  These  include,  a great  variety  of  diseases, 
including  8 cases  of  Rickets,  8 Hernias,  3 Adenoids, 
2 Phimosis,  6 Eye  diseases,  1 Harelip,  1 Malnutrition.  All 
of  these  had  Hospital  treatment  at  Edinburgh,  Glasgow  or 
Falkirk. 

Provision  of  Insulin  to  one  case,  nett  cost  £2  18/8. 

Layettes  to  expectant  mothers  approximately  £17. 

Notification  of  Births. — 808  notifications  were  received,  of 
which  322  were  attended  by  midwives.  Of  this  total,  11  were  still 
births,  27  were  premature  births,  38  were  illegitimate  births,  144 
of  those  infants  required  special  visitation.  5 infants  had  congenital 
defects  (Spina  Bifida,  etc) . 7 of  the  notifications  were  from  Blink- 
bonny  Home.  4 were  from  The  Royal  Maternity  Hospital,  Glasgow. 
The  nurse  made  1962  visits  to  757  homes.  Of  the  number  visited, 
355  were  being  breast-fed,  218  were  partly  breast-fed  and  177  were 
hand  fed. 


1384 

1684 

545 

868 


Housing  Conditions- 

Houses  visited  of 


1 apartment  .... 

2 

3 

4 or  more  apartments 


227 

393 

67 

38 


Of  the  houses  visited,  748  were  reported  by  the  nurse  as  in 
clean  condition,  9 were  reported  as  damp  and  dirty.,- 


Vaccination  (Scotland)  Act,  1907. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  461  declarations  *of  con- 
scientious objection  to  vaccination  were  delivered  to  the  Registrar. 
248  were  males  and  213  were  females.  This  is  almost  59  per  cent, 
of  the  total  births  for  the.  year. 
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Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915. 

Report  of  Medical  Officer  under  Section  23. 

(1)  List  of  Midwives  up  to  January  31st,  1925. 

Roll  No.  Name  and  Address. 

1882  Adams  Mrs.  Christina,  84  High  Street,  Falkirk. 

2623  Beattie,  Mrs.  Violet,  27  Howgate,  Falkirk. 

64  Easton,  Mrs.  Janet,  Bank  Street,  Falkirk. 

3513  Gillespie,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  14  Boyd  Street,  Falkirk. 

3499  Glen,  Mrs.  Annie,  68  Sunnyside,  Camelon,  Falkirk. 
3252  Harvey,  Mrs.  Jane,  3 West  John  Street,  Falkirk. 
1148  Kelly,  Mrs.  Janet,  Thistle  Street,  Camelon,  Falkirk. 
2080  M'Ansh,  Mrs.  Barbara,  Thornhill  Road,  Falkirk. 

3874  M'Alpine,  Mrs.  Agnes,  244  Thornhill  Road,  Falkirk. 
1952  M‘ Kay,  Mrs.  Mary,  Gordon  Terrace,  Falkirk. 

2505  M'Luckie,  Mrs.  Helen,  Draper’s  Bldgs.,  Bainsford, 
Falkirk. 

4317  Ross,  Mrs.  Catherine,  Summerford,  Camelon,  Falkirk. 
1292  Smith,  Mrs.  Sarah,  Lady’s  Mill,  Falkirk. 

3361  Stewart,  Mrs.-  Mary,  20  Boyd  Street,  Falkirk. 

1364  Wright,  Mrs.  Mary,  Forthview  Terrace,  Falkirk. 

6167  Smith,  Annie,  Burnhead  Lane,  Falkirk. 

There  are  four  trained  nursed  in  practice  unregistered  working 
under  the  direction  of  Medical  Practitioners. 

There  are  six  handy  women  working  under  Medical 
Practitioners. 


(2)  Births  in  Area  or  District. 

Total  Births  during  1924  ....  ....  ....  795 

Total  Deaths  (within  ten  days  during  1922)  ....  28 

Actual  number  of  Births  attended  by  Midwives  ....  322 

Actual  number  of  Deaths  (within  ten  days)  in  the 

practice  of  Midwives  ....  ....  ....  7 

Actual  number  of  cases  not  attended  by  a Doctor 

or  Midwife  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(3)  Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1924  ....  ....  4 

Total  number  occurring  in  Midwives’  practice  ....  2 

Total  number  occurring  not  attended  by  Doctor  or 

Midwife  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(4)  Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1924  ....  ....  4 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  1924  ....  ....  1 

Actual  number  of  cases  in  the  practice  of  Midwives  Nil 

Actual  number  of  deaths  in  the  practice  of  Midwives  Nil 

Actual  number  of  cases  and  deaths  where  confinement 

not  attended  by  Doctor  or  Midwife  ....  Nil 
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(5)  Cases  of  Still -birth. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1924. 

Actual  number  occurring  in  practice  of  Midwives 


11 

3 


(6)  Cases  of  Emergency. 

Post  portem  Haemorrhage 
Retained  Placenta 
Contracted  pelvis 
Delayed  Labour 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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(7)  The  work  of  the  Midwives,  the  condition  of  their  homes,  and 
general  conduct  has  been  satisfactory. 

(12)  Food  and  Milk — 131  children  and  12  mothers  received  supplies 

of  milk  certified  as  necessitous. 

Gross  cost  of  11,907  pints  of  milk =£140  1/9 
224  Tins  of  Nestles  Milk=£10  14/8.  Virol=£26  7/. 

Horlick’s  Malted  Milk=£7  6/10. 

(13)  (a)  Measles,  354  voluntary  notifications. 

(b)  Number  of  deaths,  15. 

(c)  Nil. 

(d)  Domiciliary  Visits,  418. 

( e ) No  special  staff. 

(14)  (a)  Whooping  Cough,  70  voluntary  notifications. 

(6)  Number  of  Deaths,  8. 

(c)  Nil. 

(d)  Domiciliary  Visits,  105. 

(e)  No  special  staff. 

(15)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

(a)  Cases  notified  by  Doctor,  2. 

„ „ Midwife,  2. 

(b)  1 case  was  Gonococcal. 

(c)  1 treated  in  Falkirk  Fever  Hospital. 

(d)  Nil. 

(16)  Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

Leaflets  of  instruction  re  Flies  and  Diarrhoea  were  distributed 
in  schools  and  at  the  centre. 

(17)  Maternity  Home. 

3 cases  of  Eclampsia  and  1 of  inevitable  abortion  were  sent  to 
the  Royal  Maternity  Hospital,  Glasgow.  1 of  the  infants 
has  since  died  and  the  mother  is  an  advanced  case  of 
Phthisis  in  Falkirk  Sanatorium. 

(19)  Hospitals  for  Sick  Children. 

Cases  are  sent  to  Glasgow  Sick  Childrens  Hospital,  Falkirk 
Infirmary,  Falkirk  Sanatorium  for  special  treatment. 
Some  prefer  to  go  to  the  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary  or 
Sick  Childrens  Hospital,  Edinburgh. 
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29  cases  were  thus  treated  for  Rickets,  Hernias,  Phimosis, 
Adenoids,  Eye  diseases,  Harelip,  Malnutrition,  with 
satisfactory  results.  Infectious  Diseases  are  treated  in  the 
Falkirk  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

(22)  Home  Helps. 

No  home  helps  are  regularly  employed.  2 cases  had  the 
assistance  of  home  helps  for  2 weeks  in  necessitous  cases 
of  illness  of  expectant  mothers. 

(25)  39  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  received  197  visits  in 
their  homes. 

17  cases  of  Chickenpox  received  18  visits  in  their  homes. 

43  cases  of  Mumps  received  44  visits  in  their  homes. 

(R)  An  account  of  any  action  taken  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 

and  Milkshops  Orders,  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act, 
1903  (Sections  83-92),  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment) 
Act,  1922,  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland), 
1923,  the  Condensed  Milk  Regulations,  1923,  and  the  Dried 
Milk  Regulations,  1923. 

The  dairy  cows  in  the  Burgh  were  regularly  examined  by  the 
Veterinary  Surgeon  and  found  satisfactory.  No  diseased  cows  were 
reported.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  supply  of  the  Burgh  is  imported 
from  the  surrounding  district.  Samples  of  milk  were  found  satis- 
factory, the  quality  was  up  to  the  standard  of  previous  years  with 
3.5  per  cent,  of  fat.  Dairies  and  milk  shops  are  regularly  super- 
vised. Samples  of  condensed  milk  were  found  satisfactory.  There 
were  no  infringements  to  report  to  the  Board.  No  applications  for 
licences  to  sell  graded  milk  were  received. 

(S)  An  account  of  the  work  done  under  Section  43  of  the  Public 

Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  for  the  inspection  of  meat 
and  other  articles  of  food  ; observations  on  unsound  food, 
food  inspection,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  premises 
where  foods  are  manufactured,  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed 
for  sale,  indicating  any  important  respects  in  which  existing 
powers  have  been  found  inadequate  for  dealing  with  in- 
sanitary conditions  in  such  places. 

The  inspection  of  meat  at  the  slaughter-house  is  made  by  the 
Veterinary  Surgeon.  There  are  no  premises  in  the  Burgh  for  the 
manufacture  of  foods  except  butchers,  bakers  and  restaurants. 
These  are  regularly  kept  under  observation  and  found  satisfactory. 
No  seizures  of  unsound  food  were  made. 


